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without halt, and soon she had one 
aim – to breed classic Arabian horses. 
Every step of her life from that point 
forward was dedicated to developing 
the tools she needed to succeed. 

Although her parents divorced early 
in her life, they both supported her 
equestrian endeavors, yet would not 
buy her a horse. In retrospect, this 
was a gift, for she developed the 
fortitude to accomplish her goals on 
her own. She did odd jobs in order 
to pay the rental fees to ride horses. 
She developed her skills to the level 
that she was able to give riding 
lessons to others so that she might 
pay for her own riding. She couldn’t 
own a horse, so she learned to create 
horses of her own by drawing them 
with skill and precision. “I didn’t 
realize at the time that by not having 
something I wanted so desperately, I 
was training myself to be ready for 
it when it happened,” Judi explains. 
“As a result of drawing, it trained my 

eye, and that stood me in such good 
stead later on when I had to learn the 
different qualities that go into making 
up a correctly conformed horse.”

Judi was influenced early in life to 
seek knowledge beyond the realm 
of her experience. She combined the 
discipline of a meticulous scientist with 
the spiritual aspirations of a mystic. 
In this she was greatly influenced by 
her uncle, George Whitwell, who, 
though crippled by polio, taught her 
the freedom of an inquiring mind and 
inspired her to make a vow to someday 
travel to Egypt. His wife, Evelyn, the 
twin sister of Judi’s mother, joined 
him in supporting Judi’s passion and 
they both helped her pay for her riding 
lessons. In 1946, the couple gave her 
a birthday gift of The Black Stallion 
by Walter Farley. “I began to dream 
that I was racing across the Arabian 
sands…” Judi remembers, as the tale 
ignited her imagination. Her riding 
skills improved to the point where she 

“I began to dream that I was racing across the Arabian sands…”
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gained permission to ride a beautiful 
black horse owned by Zsa Zsa Gabor 
and she earned her first blue ribbon 
in the show ring on his back. She 
continued riding and training the 
gelding, named Black Watch, and 
her training abilities were validated 
when another black horse she trained 
and showed was later purchased 
by the famed jockey Eddie Arcaro 
as a riding horse for his daughter. 

After graduating from high school, 
Judi attended Syracuse University to 
study art. But her dreams of travel and 
adventure soon sent her in another 
direction altogether. She applied for a 
job with the International Cooperation 
Administration (formerly the Marshall 
Plan) and when accepted made a 
fateful choice of Ankara, Turkey as her 
assignment. Despite the hardships of 
her barren and cold Turkish apartment 
and slogging through muddy streets to 
reach her office, she was nevertheless 
elated. At age 23 she had become 
a world traveler, now had her own 
money, and was ready to find a horse! 

She went to the Ankara Riding 
Academy where she became friends 
with a Turkish cavalry captain. When 
she explained that she wished to buy a 
horse, he had one in mind for the young 
American woman. “He happened to 
have a white mare that was a little 
bit lame,” Judi recalls, “but he was 
convinced that if I worked carefully 
with her, she would be okay. So we 

went to where she was stabled and 
he brought her out. That was it! She 
was my inspiration, my first love.” 
The mare’s name was Ceylan, which 
meant “the gazelle.” With patience 
and special care she became sound, 
and together the pair won the Civilian 
Jumping Championship of Turkey. 
“I’ll never forget riding the Orient 
Express to Istanbul where our team 
competed, and we won,” Judi fondly 
recalls. Riding yet another horse called 
Ceylan, this time a black mare owned 
by another Turkish cavalry officer, Judi 
won the Governor’s Cup of Turkey. 

Then a handsome young man 
came into Judi’s life. His name 

was Donald Forbis and the two met 
at a U.S. Government PX restaurant. 
Don always liked to say he noticed 
Judi because she was arguing over a 
nickel, but in all likelihood her striking 
appearance, a la Elizabeth Taylor, was 
part of the attraction. Judi discovered 
that Don was a horse lover as well, 

“I’ll never forget riding 
the Orient Express to 

Istanbul where our team 
competed, and we won...”
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be a jockey. Judi is fond of the phrase 
“Divine Appointments” and in one of 
many such occurrences, the article 
was written by none other than Eddie 
Arcaro, the famed jockey who had 
purchased a horse for his daughter 
that Judi trained as a young girl.

It is difficult to envision the courage 
and resilience that were required for a 
young woman to ride and compete on 
the primitive tracks of rural Turkey, but 
Judith Forbis was just such a woman. 
Despite early attempts to sabotage 
her success, she persevered. Word 
spread that an American woman was 
competing in the races. “Women from 
all over that part of the country came 
to watch,” Judi explains. “Previously 
they never went to horse races. Their 
husbands would never let them do such 
a thing. But they insisted they were 
going to watch the American woman 
ride. So they came. The track was 
completely surrounded with people 
who arrived in horse and carriages, 
taxis, cars, wagons, trucks and on 
donkeys; some sat on tractors, some 
on the ground. Is she going to make 
it around the track the first time, was 
the question on everyone’s mind. Yet, 

“Women from all over that part of the country came to 
watch. Previously they never went to horse races. Their 

husbands would never let them do such a thing...” 
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While it might have been logical 
to seek mature horses to begin 

their breeding program, once the 
Forbises had seen all of the EAO’s 
stock, they fell in love with three 
yearlings sired by Nazeer. “These 
three yearlings appealed to us as 
the best and touched our hearts,” 
Judi explains. “We decided to have 
patience and take the youngsters.”

The newly married couple had little 
savings, yet they asked the Director 
of the EAO’s El Zahraa Stud Farm, 
Dr. Mohamed Marsafi, if he would 
consider selling the yearlings. A trip 

to the EAO administrative offices 
overlooking the Nile in downtown 
Cairo ensued and they were advised 
that the price for the three was 
$15,000. It was an unimaginable sum 
at that time, and one beyond their 
reach. But the Forbises had lived in the 
region long enough to have learned 
the time honored art of bargaining. 
They took a deep breath and offered 
all that they had at the time  $10,000. 

The next day their offer was accepted, 
but perhaps to show that they had not 
actually lowered the price, the EAO’s 
Director General, Dr. Afifi, explained 

Don and Judi’s f i rst  v is i t  to the EAO’s El  Zahraa found them perching 

on fences taking photos of their soon to be imports.  Marsafi  photo.
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As the popularity of Egyptian 
Arabians began to grow, Judi 

and Doug Marshall conferred one day 
in the cattle office at Gleannloch and 
decided an organization should be 
formed to protect them. Eventually 
a small group of Egyptian breeders 
gathered at Gleannloch Farms in 1969 
to discuss forming a society for the 
preservation and perpetuation of these 
rare horses. Judi is quick to point 
out that it was Douglas B. Marshall 
who came up with the Society’s 
name. “The name he chose was truly 
visionary,” she states. “Doug wisely 
envisioned The Pyramid Society 
as a fraternal organization, and he 
strongly influenced the rules and 
definition that guided its formation.” 

The first officers of the Society were 
all men, save one. Doug Marshall was 
president, Jim Kline was vice president; 
and Willis Flick, treasurer. At meetings 
they always enjoyed teasing that lone 
woman – Judi, who had accepted the 

“Doug [Marshall] 
wisely envisioned The 
Pyramid Society as a 
fraternal organization...”

role of secretary. Doug told her, “I’ll 
be the president if you’ll do all the 
work!” Judi was no stranger to work, 
and her efforts were always of the 
highest quality and standards. Doug 
might have said it laughingly, but 
there was no better person to guide 
the organization towards worldwide 
success than Judith Forbis. Those 
that know her understand that she 
is, quite simply, indefatigable, and all 
who love the Egyptian Arabian owe 
her an undying debt of gratitude. 

Meanwhile, the legendary breeding 
program of Ansata evolved. Judi had 
photographed and studied all of the 
primary sire and dam lines in Egypt, 
and intimately understood their 
breeding strengths and characteristics. 
The breeding program of Ansata was 
a planned breeding program from the 

Don, Margaret Marshall ,  Judi 

and Doug Marshall  pose for an 

historic picture in 1988 when 

they were inducted into the 

Arabian Horse Trust Hall  of 

Fame. A.H. Trust photo.
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start. Judi had clear ideas of what she 
sought in her ideal Arabian, knew 
the value of line breeding, occasional 
inbreeding, and the value of an 
outcross. She understood that breeding 
should be envisioned in generations, 
and not just with an initial mating. She 
knew that it is always a balancing act 
– give and take – but must always be 
undertaken with an unwavering goal. 

The show ring successes of the 
Ansata imports continued with their 
offspring, and Ansata Ibn Sudan 
(*Ansata Ibn Halima x *Ansata Bint 
Mabrouka) became the first Straight 
Egyptian stallion to win the U.S. 
National Championship at halter in 
1971. Countless Ansata champions 
followed, not only in halter, but 
in many performance divisions as 
well as racing, victories that are not 
surprising considering both Judi and 
Don’s attention to the Arabian as an 
ideal riding breed. The Ansata name 
became synonymous with Arabian 
horses of exquisite classic type and 
these fabled horses were embraced 
by breeders around the world. The 
generations continued to unfold, and 
stars arose and shone brightly. One 
such horse was Ansata Halim Shah 
who became an architect of a new 
world order. A reserve world champion 
in Paris at the Salon du Cheval, his 
ascension came just at the time when 
the countries of the Arab world began 
a new interest in reclaiming their 

cultural heritage with Arabian horses. 
Ansata Arabian Stud had become 
Ansata Worldwide. Judith and Don 
Forbis once again began traveling 
to the countries of the Middle East, 
sharing their knowledge and their 
horses, and the great renaissance of 
Arabian horse breeding that began in 
the Arabian Gulf and continues today 
is due, in no small measure, to the 
influence of Ansata. This influence is 
so profound that any study of winning 
bloodlines around the world will 
demonstrate that Donald and Judith 
Forbis are arguably among the most 
successful private breeders in history.











SPRING, 2015 · PYRAMIDSOCIETY.ORG · 31

Walter Schimanski she chronicled the 
famed Babson horses and their history. 
Her historic photographs remain one 
of the most valuable resources for all 
Egyptian breeders, and Ansata was a 
legendary site for countless seminars 
about breeding in all its facets. Judi 
has served as a valuable consultant 
to breeding farms around the world, 
helping others to build their own 
“meaningful breeding programs.” She 
has also answered every letter from 
every young horse lover and remains 
devoted to sharing her love for horses 
with youngsters with innovative 
creative writing and art projects. 

Amazingly, on October 29 of 
2014, Judith Forbis celebrated her 
80th birthday. The books and the 
educational projects continue. Her 
devotion to The Pyramid Society and 
the Egyptian Arabian horse endures. 
There are still many more gifts to share. 

Upon receipt of the Galbreath Award, 
Judith Forbis shared a few thoughts 
from her lifetime in the horse 
world, among them the following: 
“Understand that love is the divine 
inspirational and motivating force 
in the universe… Remember that 
our Creator gave us dominion, not 
domination, over animals… If you’re 
in the horse business, no matter what 
aspect of it, understand that breeding 
horses is an art and all arts are 
interrelated. All have truth, beauty, 
harmony, rhythm, balance, dimension, 

substance, and form. Cultivate an 
appreciation and understanding of the 
different breeds. Always give back 
to the industry from which you have 
taken… Never give up… Go the extra 
mile. Stay in touch with the roots of 
your beginnings. Muck a stall. Pet a 
horse. Sweep the barn. Smell the hay…”

Gulsun Sheri f   ( lef t )  and Judith Forbis 

(r ight)  standing beside the tombstone of 

Abbas Pasha, Viceroy of Egypt 1848-1854.  

Together they transcribed and published The 

Abbas Pasha Manuscript.   Forbis album.
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Halima Son and Ansata Halim Bey – a 
U.S. National Top Ten Futurity winner. Her 
chestnut daughter Ansata Dia Halima (x 
Ansata Ibn Halima) was a champion mare.

Ansata Delilah’s future proved to be that of 
a supreme broodmare. She was off to a great 
start with her first son, multi champion 
Ansata Imperial (x Ansata Ibn Sudan), 
foundation sire for Imperial Egyptian Stud. 
Judi recalls, “From the day he was born, 
he was a show off. It was amusing to see 
this little colt come out of the stall with his 
tail over his back, strutting at the end of 
the lead as if to say, ‘look at me – am I not 
as good as my National Champion dad?’” 
Ansata Imperial sired many international 
champions, including Reserve U.S. National 
Champion and World Champion Stallion, 
Imperial Imdal, and World Champion Mare, 
Imperial Phanilah. Delilah’s son Ansata 
Haji Halim (x Ansata Ibn Halima) carried 
her name to Brazil and her other champion 
son Ansata Haji Jamil (x Jamilll) became 
an important sire for the King of Morocco.

Ansata Delilah’s chestnut daughter Ansata 
Samantha (x Ansata Ibn Halima) appears 
frequently in the pedigrees of American, 
European and Middle Eastern winners. 
“We called her Sam,” Judi reminisces. 
“Her classic beauty, big black eyes, and 
sweet personality immediately attracted 
visitors to her. She was Ansata’s “prima 
stute.” Samantha produced Ansata Sokar 
by Imperial Madheen; Ansata Samarra and 
Samaria, both by Jamilll; Ansata Sharifa 
and Ansata El Salaam, both by Ansata Ibn 

Shah; and Ansata Samsara, Ansata Samiha 
and Ansata Shalimar, all by Prince Fa 
Moniet. Samantha’s family was perfectly 
suited for breeding to Ansata stallions of 
the Bukra female line, creating the exotic 
mares Ansata Selket and Ansata Sekhmet 
(x Ansata Halim Shah). Doubling the Bukra 
line also created the Qatar Champion 
Ansata Selman. Ansata Samantha’s 
descendants have had a phenomenal 
impact on classic Arabian horse breeding 
in America, Europe and the Arabian Gulf.

Ansata Samantha’s full sister Ansata 
BintHalima carried the family legacy abroad 
to the Arabian Gulf along with her daughter 
Ansata Nawarra (x Prince Fa Moniet), 
while Nawarra’s sister Ansata Neoma – a 
prolific producer – remained in the U.S.

Delilah also produced Ansata Sudarra, one 
of Judi’s favorite mares. She remembers 
that “Sudarra had that certain star quality 
– like her mother. She knew exactly who 
she was. As a foal she would stand in the 
pasture, away from her dam, and pretend 
she was in command of all she surveyed.” 
She was the crowning achievement of her 
sire Ansata Abu Sudan, who was dominant 
in imparting exceptional action. Sudarra 
was a crown jewel in Ansata Bint Bukra’s 
legacy. When mated to Ansata Halim 
Shah, also of the Bukra line, the results 
were astounding. The splendid sisters 
Ansata Nefertiti and Ansata Nefara were 
only to be equaled by their full brother, 
Ansata Hejazi, who became the leading 
sire in Kuwait. Ansata Hejazi has proven 
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himself the premier son of Ansata Sudarra 
and a cornerstone of classic Arabian horse 
breeding internationally. Ansata Nefara 
distinguished herself via her incredible 
sons, champions and champion sires 
Ansata Sinan and Ansata Iemhotep (x 
Prince Fa Moniet). Their full sister, Ansata 
Nafisa, a champion in Egypt, produced 
champions in the land of the Nile. 

When Ansata Halim Shah was mated to 
Sudarra’s daughter Ansata Nefertari (x 
Prince Fa Moniet) she produced Ansata 
Shalim, who became a valued sire in 
Qatar. Ansata Sudarra’s daughter Ansata 
Nefri (x Ansata Manasseh of the Bukra 
line), a mare noted for her extreme action, 
also became a part of the Al Shaqab 
Straight Egyptian program. A broodmare 
of exceptional influence worldwide, 
Sudarra at the age of twelve joined other 
Ansata mares at Al Shaqab in Qatar. 

Ansata Bint Bukra had four other daughters 
of major importance: Ansata Rhodora, 
Ansata Bint Sudan, Ansata Regina, and 
Ansata Rosetta. Ansata Rhodora (x Ansata 
Ibn Halima) produced four notable mares 
and the influential bay stallion, Ansata El 
Shahwan, who made a significant mark 
as a sire in Australia at the Forest Hill 
Arabian Stud. Ansata Bint Sudan (x Ansata 
Ibn Sudan) became a good broodmare 
and was eventually sold to Germany. 
Her progeny were exported to Canada, 
England, Germany, Brazil and Argentina. 
Ansata Regina (x Ansata El Wazir) was 
Ansata Bint Bukra’s last daughter. Regina’s 

daughters include: Ansata Raqessa and 
Ansata Serena (x Ansata Ibn Halima) and 
Ansata Aliha (x Jamilll). Ansata Aliha 
produced the handsome Ansata Manasseh 
(x Ansata Halim Shah). He was bred back 
to mares of the Bukra line with outstanding 
results, producing the influential daughters 
Halima Al Shaqab (x Ansata BintHalima) 
and Ansata Nefri (x Ansata Sudarra).

While not the last daughter of Ansata Bint 
Bukra, Ansata Rosetta (x Ansata Shah 
Zaman) is the final chapter in this story. 
Rosetta has two daughters representing 
her – the superb mares Ansata Ghazala 
(x Ansata Ibn Sudan) and Ansata Prima 
Rose (x Jamilll). Ansata Ghazala’s 
daughter Ansata Ghazia produced Ansata 
Gloriana, dam of the beautiful mares 
Helala and Ansata Helwa, both by Salaa 
El Dine. Helala eventually replaced Dr. 
Nagel’s foundation mare, Hanan, after 
she passed on, while Ansata Helwa went 
to Sakr Stud in Egypt. Another daughter, 
Ansata Exotica (x Jamilll), was exported to 
Kuwait. Ansata Prima Rose went to Qatar. 

Ansata Rosetta’s crowning achievement 
came through her sons, Ansata Omar 
Halim and Ansata Halim Shah (x Ansata 
Ibn Halima). Ansata Omar Halim was a 
champion show horse and successful sire in 
America. About Ansata Halim Shah, Judi 
recalls, “A U.S. Futurity Top Ten Stallion and 

OPPOSITE: A mos t p opu la r photo d epic t i ng 
A n s at a Bint Buk ra (cent er)  nu z z l i ng her f i l l y 

A n s at a Sha h ra z ad, w i t h t h e A n s at a I bn Ha l ima 
daught er s A n s at a R hodo ra ( l eft )  a nd A n s at a 

Sabiha (r ight) .  J .  Fo r bi s photo.


























































