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grandfathers’ ideas of how things 
were done. We need to realize that 
the whole horse scene already has 
changed, and will continue to change 
in the future. i do believe some shows 
staged today serve the wrong and 
useless purpose for too few, and at 
too high a cost in resources, t ime and 
money.

ScoTT BeNJAMIN the key word 
in this question is WeLFare. a keen 
awareness of and mindful diligence 
to welfare, in every aspect of the 
activit ies in which we engage with 
all horses, is crit ical to our long term 
and continued involvement with the 
breeds we love. there are many things 
that we do to horses, both at shows, 
and in preparation for shows that may 
not be perceived by the general public, 
and non horse people, as particularly 
kind. Continuing with any practice 
that is harmful physiologically and 
psychologically to our horses is 
something we should always question. 
defending these practices with 
irrational statements such as “it is 
our t radit ion” or “that is the way it 
has always been done” or “non horse 
people just do not understand” is as 
baseless as defending slavery, or human 
sacrif ice, both universally abhorrent 
practices once practiced “regularly” 
that could be defended (and most likely 
were) with such flimsy logic. We are, 
in most countries around the world, 

st ill in charge of self policing welfare 
at horse shows and events. it will be 
up to us to create the best possible 
welfare situations for our horses, both 
publicly and privately, or rest assured, 
a governing authority with litt le regard 
for your horses, your profession, and 
your lifestyle, will enforce regulations 
that will make horse ownership and 
involvement diff icult and unrewarding. 

i am convinced that the happiest horses 
are those that do not have to attend 
shows, those that enjoy a backyard 
lifestyle with plenty of attention 
from their devoted owners, and the 
occasional undemanding trail ride. i 
f ind myself feeling empathy for the 
beautiful and talented horses, those 
that will be subjected to show after 
show, year in and year out, mostly in 
an attempt to satisfy an egotist ical 
urge for show ring glory for the owner 
and/or t rainer. there are plenty of 
horses, particularly arabian horses, 
who do genuinely “love” to show, who 
seem to thrive with hard work and 
training, and come alive in the show 
ring. Seeing these horses in the show 
ring, exhibit ing the best qualit ies 
of the authentic arabian horse, 
whether in hand or under saddle, t ruly 
makeshows worthwhile. We must, 
however, be ever mindful that the 
percentage of horses who do thrive 
in the show ring will always be rather 
small, in comparison to the population 
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of the breed at large. Most experienced 
breeders understand this inevitability; 
i am not sure the same understanding 
is shared by show horse owners, and 
trainers. as modern day stewards of 
this ancient and noble breed, it is our 
imperative duty as responsible horse 
people, to discover the best vocation 
for all our horses. this undoubtedly 
means nOt subjecting the majority of 
our arabians to life in the show ring.  

i love a good horse show – i always 
have. it has been a privilege to attend, 
and be involved, as a professional, 
with some extraordinary events all 
over the world for most of my adult 
life. We must, however, continue to 
challenge ourselves, as the leaders and 
stewards of this generation, to ensure 
horse shows and exhibit ions hold 
equine welfare in utmost regard. We 
owe it not only to the horses, to whom 
we have pledged our t ime, talents, 
and resources, but to the generations 
of horses, and people yet to come, 
for whom we must ensure a healthy, 
meaningful and sustainable legacy.           

Dr. NASr MAreI Shows are a good 
concept. it is the way they are being 
interpreted and perceived that needs 
to be reconsidered.

i believe that shows can be very 
educational for those who desire to 
breed better horses, and improve their 

herd. Just by analyzing the reasons 
why a horse has won, or placed 
favorably over another horse, one can 
learn a lot. Unfortunately, most do not 
do that and they start blaming judges 
for being incompetent, or giving favors 
to other horse owners, or t rainer/
handlers.

instead, i believe that owners should 
be very crit ical of their own horses 
and use logic and their head, rather 
than their heart, in evaluating the 
per formance of their horse in the 
show ring.

So my answer to this question is, we 
should continue having shows, and 
horse owners and breeders have to be 
more subtle in accepting the outcome, 
and learn.

rAYMoND MAzzeI i don’t think 
our shows currently are helping 
perpetuate interest from new horse 
people, but as we exist today, we 
need this venue to expose our stock 
and breeding ideas to others in the 
industr y. Our presentation, however, 
needs to become more exhibitor 
friendly; we need to give these shows 
back to the breeder/exhibitor. Our 
shows need to have classes f illed with 
exhibitors having fun, and competing 
against each other, not succumb to the 
t rainer, t raining the breeder/owners to 
be insecure, and steal their fun.  give 
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see yearlings, not yet 12 months old, 
standing on their hind legs in front of 
the handler, ready to fly backwards, 
even flip over backwards, from just 
a litt le movement from the handler.  
Meanwhile, the crowds yell, applaud 
and show all kinds of appreciation. 
if this industr y put more importance 
on the welfare of the horse, we would 
not see this behavior as much. We 
also often see stalls at shows that are 
unsafe, no warm water for washing, 
even when very cold, unloading areas 
on concrete, no real space to walk the 
horses, lights on all night, etc etc, 
while the ViP areas are fantastically 
beautiful with nothing else to wish 
for. after all, we are all there to see 
the horses, but they often get the least 
of attention when it comes to basic 
care.

how SeriouSly do Show 
reSultS actually affect the 
future of the breed?

hrh PrINceSS AlIA Al huSSeIN 
horse shows should not be the basis 
for breeding programs.  

the current shows are rewarding the 
extreme horses with exotic heads.  
Such extreme horses achieve celebrity 
status, and are overbred within narrow 
bloodlines.  Many with exotic heads 
have poor conformation, or weak 

backs, yet receive the ribbons, and 
continue to be bred on. the classic 
arabian traits are being lost because 
of such practices.

the artif icial standup should not be 
the basis for judging the horse. it is 
often used by handlers to hide faults. 
a horse should be judged as it moves.

BArT  vAN BuggeNhouT 
Originally, a show was meant to be 
a breed competit ion, and a showcase 
of the breed to the outside world, 
to att ract people in. i think if shows 
are organized with such principles 
in the f irst place, yes they are still 
very effective. Breed security can 
only be maintained through correct 
judging, and further education of the 
participants. equally important, is 
that a sensible marketing opportunity 
exists, so that breeders can market 
their horses in the right way, thus 
enabling them to direct their programs 
for the future wellbeing of the breed 
in general.

ScoTT BeNJAMIN there is litt le 
doubt in my mind that show results 
in the arabian breed around the 
world have had a profound affect 
on arabian breeding in the last 50 
years. the development of nearly all 
the marketing subtypes – Straight 
egyptian, Pure Polish, Straight russian, 
Straight Spanish, Pure Crabbet, etc. – 
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the breeding decisions we make today, 
are not often fully understood for 10
20 years in the future. Wise breeders 
have always known this, most of them 
having learned these lessons the hard 
way. Selecting breeding horses for 
short term gain, which oftentimes is 
what the modern show ring dictates, 
will always be a bad idea, and will 
ult imately lead to denigration of the 
breed. in many ways, it already has. …                     

it is imperative that we remember that 
the arabian breed has had inherent 
value, and had signif icant impact 
upon our existence as humans, for 
over 5000 years. Subjecting these 
horses to the show ring has only 
been undertaken seriously in the last 
75 years, and globally in the last 50 
years. the arabian horse had worth as 
an equine of the highest caliber, long 
before we ever subjected it to show 
ring evaluation. it will continue to do 
so long after horse shows are all but 
a distant memory. Let us ensure the 
arabian horse we leave behind for 
the next generation, is worthy of the 
legacy that made this breed invaluable 
as the equine elite for over f ive 
millennia. it would be our greatest 
crime if we reduced the arabian horse 
to nothing more than “show ring toy” 
that is simply a caricature of it s most 
appealing att ributes. …

Dr. NASr MAreI Un fo r t u nat e l y , 
show results affect the breed, in the 
sense that many breeders follow the 
t rend, and tr y to breed the same horse 
type that is winning. 

in my opinion, a breeder is like an 
artist. Breeders should establish their 
own vision of preferred type, and 
breed to achieve this ideal horse. the 
artist uses brushes, or clay, while a 
breeder uses the genetic pool available 
to create their masterpiece of a horse. 
in other words, each breeder should 
have their identity and signature on 
the horses they breed.

Because today, many breeders breed 
the horse that reflects the type that 
wins in the show ring, that without 
mentioning names, one or two 
bloodlines, t racing back to very few 
stallions, are used extensively. this 
has resulted in having all breeders 
producing the very same horse.

Variation in type is needed, and 
expanding the gene pool should be an 
objective.

trends, or vogues come and go; 
russian arabians dominated the show 
ring at one point; the golden Cross 
horses followed that; a new vogue 
ensued  the Polish arabians; which 
was followed by the egyptians. now, 
the “universal” horse is dominating 
the ring. each of these vogues only 
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lasts a few years. to keep up with 
these t rends breeders will have to 
change their st rategy accordingly and 
will never have their own identity. all 
of these breeders will be breeding the 
same horse.

i am not saying that a breeder should 
stay static and not evolve. What i really 
mean is a breeder has to be dynamic 
and evolving after sett ing goals, and 
venture within certain parameters that 
will provide them with the horse of 
their dreams, regardless of show ring 
per formance.

rAYMoND MAzzeI Show results 
are very important. if they are 
ridiculous for any reason, either bad 
or corrupt judging, this will send a 
message to exhibitors, that showing is 
only for a select few that can afford 
expensive mainstream trainers in 
order to win. Our shows really need 
to reward the breeder, not the few 
that buy a show horse and expect to 
win just because of who is showing 
it, again the judges.  i do know that 
most of the time, the better t rainers 
have better horses, so when this is 
t rue they need to win. the best horse 
needs to win, not the best handler. 
Show results are very important, they 
send a message to the breeders of 
what our breed should look like.

heNrY MeTz it appears more, and 
more people are breeding their mare 
to the stallion that is winning most, 
with litt le, or no regard for pedigree, 
or even phenotype. as the influence 
of the show ring increases, the less 
people seem to want to educate 
themselves regarding breed standards 
and the influence of certain bloodlines. 
the flip side of the above mentioned, 
is the mare owners who just quit 
breeding, because the stallions that 
are dominating the show ring are 
not going to work with their mares 
and they begin to ask the question, 
“What’s the purpose?”  

JuDY SIrBASKu Showing gives 
a horse or bloodline creditability.  
We believe you do not have to show 
your f illies or mares to add value. 
their value is based on the ability 
to reproduce themselves, or better. 
Still for someone that has a f illy they 
are really proud of, showing is their 
only way to share what they believe 
was a great mating … so some show 
their f illies.  Colts have to show and 
do well at top levels. not every horse 
has to show every year. if enough of 
a family does show and does well, it 
def initely brings an overall respect for 
that group.  and who wins does affect 
the future of the breed. that is why 
we need great judges for sure, as they 
have the ability to mold and affect the 
breed. 
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to come at a certain level with an 
att itude. 

ScoTT BeNJAMIN Fortunately, 
there are still serious and important 
breeding programs that are dedicated 
to creating high quality arabian 
horses, regardless of their show ring 
appeal. there are far less of these 
programs than there were 20 or 30 
years ago, but they still thankfully do 
exist. it is these programs that need 
to be emulated, more often than the 
many short lived programs focused 
primarily on creating successful show 
horses alone. We need to make a 
concerted effort as arabian horse 
owners, professionals and breeders, to 
learn from these dedicated breeders, 
and to support their efforts in every 
way possible. Breeders have always 
been the heart and soul of the 
arabian horse industr y. if we lose 
those breeders, dedicated to the 
classic arabian ideal of both beauty 
and utility, without maintaining the 
healthy environment to nurture and 
mentor others to whom the torch can 
be responsibly passed, we risk losing 
all that is precious and sacred to the 
arabian horse.   

Dr. NASr MAreI We can still f ind 
many breeders that are concerned 
with the welfare of the horse, and 
work hard on improving and ref ining 
the breed. however, many of the 

big breeders that are directing and 
impacting the scene, are driven by 
their own egos and strong desire to 
dominate the ring. in doing this, the 
horse’s wellbeing may be overlooked.

rAYMoND MAzzeI Only one 
answer for me, humane horsemanship, 
and improving the breed, by example; 
by having the att itude that when you 
lose, you win, come back with a better 
horse and tr y harder. it’s our job to 
educate exhibitors/ breeders why they 
are losing.

heNrY MeTz i think there is more 
emphasis on winning at all cost, and 
stroking the human ego, than what 
is best for the horse. You will often 
see horses, who have achieved major 
wins, return to the show ring to 
compete again, not necessarily the 
same shows and sometimes under new 
ownership, but you have to ask, “What 
is the purpose?” i believe shows who 
encourage horses to keep coming back, 
by having numerous championships 
based on age, also prevent people from 
participating, because the feeling, 
that the horse who already has won a 
championship will be picked again. a 
good friend once told me that the most 
excit ing shows, are the ones where no 
one has any idea who the winner will 
be prior to the class.

JuDY SIrBASKu Sure there is ego 
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involved, but mostly i think it is the 
desire to show the babies one has 
produced and compare them to the 
highest standard.  When you see your 
f illy in a class of 30 of the best f illies 
in the country, and you think yours 
still looks good, you are on the right 
t rack!  Showing is a barometer, not 
a per fect one for sure ... but it does 
give us an idea of how we are growing 
quality wise. 

JohANNA ullSTroM ego 
is indeed a big part of the show 
scene today, and as a consequence, 
shortcuts are taken to get faster 
results. Fewer breeders than before 
breed for the long term, as many want 
to sell a horse that can win early on. 
Fewer people breed to produce good 
broodmares, in favor of quick growing, 
exotic, potential show horses. a horse 
that wins early on will bring money 
and fame more quickly. it is hard also 
for small, serious breeders, or long 
term breeders and even State Studs, 
to consistently breed to improve the 
arabian horse and sometimes sacrif ice, 
for example, a pretty face in favor of 
movement for one generation, when 
so much money might wait around the 
corner for an extreme yearling sold to 
a wealthy “collector”. the collectors 
are competing to f ind horses around 
the world, to beat each other, having 
agents to search for them. Some, who 
started as collectors, just to win with 

the latest purchase, have turned into 
skilled breeders, which is invaluable to 
the breed, but many just keep buying 
new horses each year, merely as ego 
competit ion tools.

the qualitieS of the horSeS 
have Significantly imProved 
in the laSt few yearS and 
judging haS become very 
difficult. are current judging 
SyStemS able to claSSify 
horSeS in order of beSt to 
leSS in a clear, definite and 
convincing way?

hrh PrINceSS AlIA Al huSSeIN 
Quality has nOt necessarily improved 
in the last few years.  Leg faults are 
rampant and diff icult to correct.  One 
sees many more exotic horses and yes, 
many often appear to be clones of each 
other, which will complicate judging.

another problem with judging is 
that some judges will select the top 
f irst, second and third horse and not 
give much attention to the remaining 
horses.  One should give careful 
consideration to ranking the entire 
class, so breeders get appropriate 
feedback. another problem, is that 
judges do not use the full numerical 
range.  especially with legs, judges 
should provide accurate scoring.
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With declining numbers of breeding 
carried out worldwide, how can it 
be the breed has developed forward? 
every breeder knows very well the 
numbers, and you cannot, whatever 
you say, ignore the fact, that on 
average 1 in 10 colts and 3 in 10 f illies 
are a signif icant improvement! So 
better overall horses is mathematically 
just not possible! 

But what we do have is, that we live 
in a global world, with global buyers, 
and global participants. Fifteen years 
ago you saw in Paris, at the World 
Championships, mainly only european 
bred horses from the Western 
european countries. that has changed, 
globalization has made it into a real 
World Championships, and turned 
these hundred Western european bred 
horses into a hundred Worldwide bred 
horses, and yes that has lead to the 
visual idea that the arabian horse has 
improved as stated above! But if not 
for globalization, the arabian horse in 
general, in many countries, excluding 
the arabian peninsula and a few other 
countries, has not improved; on the 
contrary. 

as for the current judging systems, if 
the point system is not used to it s full 
scale, it has no value! Judges wanting 
to be popular by giving high scores, 
might favor the show organizers and 
the owners, but dO theY FaVOr 

the Breed aS a WhOLe? neither 
is it useful, or any good, to give 
undeserving judges the chance to 
judge using the comparative system, 
in which you allow them to favor their 
personal extremes even more! that’s 
the ult imate disaster for the breed as 
a whole! 

the arabian horse of the past was the 
all round athlete, the breed improver 
to so many other breeds for centuries. 
it needs to be judged with this in 
mind. Shows are needed, but we must 
develop good structures for judging 
and judge selection. i think there are 
many good, sensible people out there, 
who know and understand that shows 
and the judging need to be overhauled, 
to be more fair and correct. Last, but 
not least, the judging needs to be more 
t ransparent, so the general public can 
understand and learn from the results. 
this the arabian horse needs urgently, 
in order to grow and further develop. 

ScoTT BeNJAMIN i would 
disagree that judging has become 
more diff icult recently. it is t rue that 
the quality of the horses at the highest 
level has improved, but evaluating 
elite quality horses has always 
been a st raight forward and highly 
enjoyable experience. i would much 
rather judge f ive World Champion 
quality horses in a class, than dozens 
of below average individuals with 
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limited arabian characterist ics. if f ive 
World Champion quality horses are all 
having a spectacular day in the show 
ring, can i t ruly make a bad decision 
regarding placement and/or awarding 
of points if i am responsibly honest 
and aware? Separating high quality 
horses amongst each other, or low 
quality horses in the same manner, 
is far less important than ensuring 
the best horses are at the top of the 
class, the average horses ranked in the 
middle and the poorest quality horses 
at the end of the line.

Of all the judging methods currently 
utilized in the arabian show ring, i 
prefer a points based system, that 
requires a judge, to responsibly assign 
an appropriate number of points, 
across a series of categories, reflecting 
a combination of physical att ributes of 
the horse. i have had the privilege to 
utilize several different versions of the 
points based system around the world, 
at shows that have varied in both 
quality and quantity. in my experience, 
a point based evaluation system is 
st ill the fairest and most accountable 
method thus far devised. i am happy 
to be held accountable each and every 
t ime i assign a value to a horse in any 
category, as my evaluation provides an 
opportunity for education. With the 
exception of asking judges to give a 
clear, concise and constructive review 
of each class immediately post judging 

(a method i highLY recommend), the 
points based system is st ill the most 
t ransparent method we have thus far 
devised in evaluating breeding horses 
in the show ring.      

every judging system has both pros 
and cons with more emphasis placed 
in one area over another. regardless 
of the system used, it is only ever as 
good as the judge assigning the points. 
every system can be manipulated, 
both subtly, and obviously, by judges 
intent on altering f inal rankings. it 
is up to show organizers, as well as 
the regulatory bodies responsible 
for t raining and licensing judges, 
to ensure that judges who prove to 
manipulate the system, are not given 
the opportunity to continue in that 
capacity.             

Dr. NASr MAreI Judging has 
become extremely diff icult and 
stressful. the quality of horses 
has risen. Many horses come from 
a limited gene pool, result ing in 
minimizing the differences between 
individual horses and posing a greater 
challenge to judges.

 the current judging systems stop 
short of being the per fect way for 
judging. in my opinion they are good 
and adequate. it is the way that they 
are being used and applied that needs 
revision and modif ication.
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We were initially 
completely undone by his 
many kindnesses...this was 
no act, but rather a mere 
extension of his very being.  

of the world renowned albadeia Stud.  
here we were, completely unknown to 
each other, never having met before, 
only having been introduced a few 
short weeks prior to that through our 
mutual friend, Majid alsayegh, and yet, 
in an instant we felt ourselves drawn 
in by the warmth and genuineness of 
this great man.  Of course we shared a 
great love and passion for the egyptian 
arabian horse, but there was much 
more than that.  here he was, an icon 
of the global arabian horse community 
 the Marei name and that of albadeia 

Stud being the stuff of legend.  We 
felt honored, even humbled, by his 
willingness to host us while there 
in egypt, making arrangements for 

us to visit the egyptian agricultural 
Organization and travelling with us 
to see some of the private breeders 
there.  We were initially completely 
undone by his many kindnesses and 
courtesies, but as the days rolled on 
we soon began to realize that this was 

no act, but rather a mere extension of 
his very being.  in short order we, like 
thousands before us, quickly came to 
recognize the high degree of consistency 
among the horses bred by albadeia.  

Over the years, the history of the stud 
and its horses has been fittingly and 
amply chronicled in various trade 
journals and publication. Perhaps 
the best of which was an article by 
Joe Ferriss, recently published in 
desert heritage Magazine, and one 
i highly recommend to our readers.  
additionally, in this, albadeia’s 80 h 
year, the Pyramid Society recognized 
dr. Marei and albadeia Stud for their 
significant achievements and historic 
contributions to the egyptian arabian 
horse. he was made the inaugural 
recipient of the newly formed Milestone 
award.  it was an emotion filled evening 
as we gathered to honor the man so 
many of us have grown to love and 
admire.  not feeling there was a lot i 
could add to that which has already been 
written about the horses and history of 
albadeia, i decided to approach things 
from a different perspective.  Since 
that first introduction those many 
years ago, having had the privilege of 
welcoming him for a photo safari in 
some of Southern Utah’s world class 
national parks and seeing him again at 
various gatherings around the world, 
it is my desire that others might also 
be granted a glimpse into the heart 
of this man among men.   it was the 
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1798 at the time of the napoleonic invasion 
of egypt.  a successful wood merchant, he 
had the means to buy agricultural land in 
the nearby village, aziziah, where he then 
turned his hand to farming, and that land 
has continued in the family to the present 
time.  it is interesting to note that the 
tahawy and abaza tribes also migrated 
from the arabian Peninsula and settled in 
the province of Sharkia.  all of them figure 
prominently in modern egyptian society 
and have been quite influential in many 
areas including art, politics and finance.

thus were the beginnings of the Marei 
family in egypt, and so they progressed 
down to the times of ahmed Marei, the 
grandfather of nasr Marei.  Speaking of his 
grandfather, nasr noted that he “became 
interested in horses in the mid to late 
1930s.  at the time there were regional and 
national agriculture shows.  Proud farmers 
would show their agricultural and livestock 
products.  awards were given for the best 
produce in all areas.  high political and royal 
persons would attend and sometimes the 
King himself.  My grandfather, a self taught 
farmer (i still have books that belonged 
to him in english, with his handwritten 
notes on the side of some pages or the 
arabic translations of some words that he 
searched) decided to buy horses to show 
in these agricultural fairs and actually won 
honors, medals and citations.”  among his 
early acquisitions were the two ibn rabdan 
daughters from the royal agricultural 
Society:  Bint Magboura (x Magboura, 
a half sister to Samiha), and Bint Bint 

Bint riyala (x Bint Bint riyala [gamil 
Manial x the Blunt mare, Bint riyala]).  
While neither of these two mares bred 
forward into modern pedigrees, there 
are many representatives of the two 
mare families who produced them.  
Bint Magboura was of the same female 
family as nazeer, and Bint Bint Bint 










































































































